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Workshops in

Teresepolis, Brazil
(December, 2006)

Matrahaza, Hungary
(May, 2006)

EMRO Regional Workshop
(Teheran, October 2006)

Dual use Conference
(Berlin, Dec, 2006)

International Roundtable on
Dual Use of Life Science
Research
(Bethesda, Feb, 2007)



Bio-Risk management

Accidental release

Natural infection Deliberate use

Accidental release

Biorisk Reduction Management

•Security of valuable biological materials
•Safety of staff and environment
•Responsible biomedical research
•Operational links for response
to deliberate events

•Emerging and dangerous pathogens 
expertise

•Outbreak response capacity

•Laboratory resource mapping
•Preparedness and surge capacity



Five priority areas
• Raising awareness
• Preparedness for intentional release
• Develop risk assessment 

methodologies
• Develop guidelines for research 

oversight
• Build core capacities in countries



World Health Organization 2007–2011

Strengthening health systems 
Harnessing science and research 

Fostering health security 
Promoting development 

Improving performance
Enhancing partnerships



Health and security
• Universal vulnerability

• Collective action on the continuum of prevention, 
preparedness, prevention of spread, rapid and 
appropriate response, recovery and rehabilitation
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conflicts



"Health security affects individuals and 
communities and also has an international 
dimension. All threats to health security at 
all levels reveal our shared vulnerability,
and call for collective action"

Dr Margaret Chan,
WHO Director-General
Address to the 60th WHA
May 15, 2007

World Health Report 2007-Promoting Global Health Security
World Health Report 2008-Primary Health Care

http://intranet.who.int/asp/datacol/uploaded_files/802/65531/17883/margaret_chan.jpg


The Six Core Functions of WHO



Why WHO?
• Political legitimacy-supranational organization
• Direct reach into ministries of health
• Neutrality, independence, technical capacity
• Collective experience in managing public 

health events
• Decentralized structure & country presence
• Norms and standards function
• Convening capacity
• Global networks and partnerships
• Precedence for legal instruments



IHR 2005 enters 
into force on 
June 15, 2007

<> 

IHR is a legally-
binding international 
agreement to prevent 
the spread of disease 



Control of borders Containment at source

Diseases list All public health threats

Pre-set measures Adapted response





http://www.cdc.gov/page.do/id/0900f3ec80112422


Thoughts on next steps and
future directions

• Explore partnerships, enhance synergies, obtain 
buy-in and ownership   

• Continue to raise awareness & visibility-build on 
current interest, "think out of the box",  e.g. use 
other biosecurity angles 

• Stepwise approach to develop global regulatory 
oversight mechanisms

• Inter-regional meeting (Dec, 2007) (WPRO-SEARO)
Registration of dual use research



BBC News, March 15, 2006

Nature, March 23, 2006
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IHT, Oct 7-8, 2006



http://www.who.int/ictrp



WHO Registry Platform Mission

To ensure that a complete view of 
research is accessible to all those 
involved in health care decision 
making 

This will improve research transparency 
and will ultimately strengthen the 
validity and value of the scientific 
evidence base, and enhance public
confidence in research 



Standards & Policy Positions

• Which trials must be registered?

• When should registration occur?

• What trial data must be registered?

International Clinical Trials Day, Brussels, May 19, 2006

All interventional clinical trials, including early phase 
uncontrolled trials in patients or healthy volunteers

At inception of trial and before recruitment of first participant

All 20 items in minimum registration dataset to be publicly 
disclosed at Registration. WHO does not support any mechanism 
for delayed disclosure.



WHO Registration Data Set (1)
1. Primary Register and Trial ID# (e.g., 

ISRCTN number)
2. Date of Registration in Primary Register
3. Secondary ID#s
4. Source(s) of Monetary or Material Support
5. Primary Sponsor
6. Secondary Sponsor(s)
7. Contact for Public Queries
8. Contact for Scientific Queries
9. Public Title
10. Scientific Title



WHO Registration Data Set (2)
11. Countries of Recruitment
12. Health Condition(s) or Problem(s) Studied
13. Intervention(s)
14. Key Inclusion & Exclusion Criteria
15. Study Type
16. Date of First Enrollment
17. Target Sample Size
18. Recruitment Status
19. Primary Outcome(s)
20. Key Secondary Outcome(s)



Murray et al,
Lancet 2006, 
368, 2211-8



It is not what we do 
but what we can do  
to make this world a
better and safer place

Gandhi
(1869-1948)
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